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Supplemental Feed and White-tailed Deer

By: Dr. M. Keith Causey

A ge, genetics, and nutrition are the critical components for quality
white-tailed deer management. Most deer enthusiasts have heard or

read this statement many times during the past 15 years. Whether or not
the original article, seminar speaker, or television program narrator empha-
sized these deer management puzzle pieces in that order, nutrition certainly
has received the least attention by most managers. However, nutrition, in
my professional opinion, is the key to sustained production of large-bodied
deer and big-antlered bucks in most southeastern habitats. Until deer nutri-
tion is adequately addressed, we can, in my opinion, toss “deer genetics”
out the window.

Does Population Reduction Make Remaining Deer Better?

The simplistic approach to addressing our particular problems with deer
nutrition has been to reduce deer density by increased emphasis on har-
vesting more deer, especially an antlerless deer. While we cannot overem-
phasize the importance of population (deer density) control, our efforts have
been too little too late.

Obviously, population control ultimately is critical to quality deer manage-
ment, but population control, in and of itself, does not necessarily result in
physical improvement of the remaining deer in many areas of the Southeast.

Studies from Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, Alabama, and elsewhere
have provided data indication that, after many years of intensive popula-

tion reduction, there
has been no signifi-
cant improvement in
body and/or antler size
by sex and age-class
of the deer population
under study. It ap-
pears that food quality
for the remaining deer
often is no better than
before population re-
ductions occurred.
Population reduction
often does not ad-
dress the major im-
pediment to quality
white-tailed deer man-
agement. Without nu-
tritional improvement
to go along with popu-
lation management,
we simply wind up with
fewer deer of the
same physical dimen-
sions as before.
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